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i’ Old Spy Betra yal Put to Rest by
Ex-Mountie’s Plea

24 January 1986

By CHRISTOPHER S. WREN
| Spacial to The New York Times -

OTTAWA, Jan. 23— Until the former
on a Canadian tele-

The in his trial charged |
tlnthnbltﬂyedthedﬂbleagt.who
was code-named Gideon, 3,500
Canadian dollars — currently about
$2,500.

The K.G.B. double agent, who had in-'

filtrated imto , supplied the
mounted police with valuable inf -
tion about Soviet activities.

After Mr. Morrison ti off the Rus- |

sians, the spy who had turned was re-
called to the Soviet Union, and is be-
lieved to have besn executed.

Mr. Morrison, who is now 69 years
old, once. h%ttheprmﬁuof
charges 80 many

later violated his rights under -
da’s Charter of Rights and Freedoms.
'I‘heSupmeCounotomrlorejected

trial eading guilty to one count of
unla B communicating secret in-
formatiog to two Soviet between

Oddly, Mr. Morrison, whom the
R Canadian Mounted Police once
Knife to conceal his

story

this assertion in June 1964. . J

Charged in 1963 .
Mr.Morﬂmmnogiormﬂly
But passing information to

surveillance
Mounted M& that kept tabs ﬂz g
agency, the Canadian Security Intelli-
gence Service took over the counter-
espionage role from the mounted police
in July 1984.

Valuable but Temperamental

Soviet sp y

real David Soboloft had gone back to

the Soviet Union.
Canadians

The
tector Gideon,
formation to in the North Atlantic

Treaty Organization and controlled in-
formation sought by the Russians.
about a jet fighter project called Avro

Terrance Guernsey, a retired Royal |
Canadian Mounted Police superintend- |
ent, told the court Wednesday that :
Gideon was the most valuable double !
agent recruited since World War II.'
But he was also temperamental, ac- |
m to the report, and periodically

to cooperate further with the
mounted police, saying he wanted to
live quietly in Canada. !

After Gideon’s handlers placated
him during a visit to Ottawa in 1955,
Mr. Morrison, who normally per-
formed routine surveillance duties,
was ordered to drive the double agent
to Montreal.

According to the opening statement
at the trial this week by Douglas J. A.
Rutherford, an Assistant Deputy Attor-
ney General of Canada’s Justice De-

partment, Mr. Morrison learned who

\" R N

Gideon really was and later ap-
proached the Russians to sell them the
double agent’s identity for 3,500 Cana-
dian dollars.

He was accused of passing informa-
tion to the two Soviet agents, Nikolai
Ostrovsky and Rem Krasilnikov, be-
tween April 1, 1955, and Jan. 31, 1938, to
cover his debts. .

After the double agent was called
the Soviet Union, Mr. Ruther-
ord said, he was never heard from

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police
dismissed Mr. Morrison in 1998, but he
was not immediately charged with vio-
lating the Official Secrets Act. He
worked as a comstruction safety in-
structor in British Columbia before his
arrest in 1983. .

Mr. Morrison, who looked impassive
at his trial this week, protestedin an in-
terview several years ago that he did
not sell out his country, but only one
Russian. ‘‘down the drain.”
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